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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):
Background

Sacral neuromodulation (SNS) is an effective treatment for faecal incontinence1. Over the last 10 years, it has been shown to be efficacious in patients with varying levels of anal sphincteric disruption. Its mechanism of action is yet unclear, and involves afferent and efferent neurologic pathways as well as local effects on sphincter musculature and the pelvic floor. 
SNS has recently been used in patients with impaired bowel control following low anterior resections of the rectum and those who have had restorative proctocolectomies (RPC). This study aims to assess the efficacy of this treatment on a group of such patients treated between the Royal Marsden Hospital and Chelsea and Westminster Hospital, assessing their continence and function over 2 years.

Methods

Systematic review of existing literature and meta analysis of outcomes examining SNS in patients following low anterior resection and RPC. Using a database of prospectively collected data, an examination of SNS treatment effect and quality of life over 2 year follow up.
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